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9 Decermber 1555

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Support)

SUBJECT: Building « Editorial Position of Washington Post
and Times Herald

1. In sccordance with your request of this date, I surveyed
the file of clippings in the Weshington Post and Times Herald since
Merch of this year in order to determine what errors of fact might
have been presented wbich could be corrected by & submisslion to
the lettera to the Editor.

2. With the exception of a ststement in the 4 Wovember issue

that CIA intended to use s “choice slice of Potomsc riverfront™

which might otherwise be svailable for park land, I ¢ould find no
substantiel factusl error which It would be possible to attribute
direatly to the editorial staff of the Posi. Although the publighed
material, taken ms & whole, indiecates opposition to our locating at
Langley, such statements as are inaccurate or misleading seem in
8ll cases to be attributed to non Post persomnel, It would seem

of 1ittle profit to charge the Post with "slanting” the news because
of the coomonness of such practice. Because of the incongistent
end incomplete positions taken by certaln interested groups at
various times, however, and beceuse of the false impregsions that
may be left with various readers due to ihe necessary discontinuity
of reporting, there might be merit in e brief presentstion concen-
trating on key points, eticking closely to recitel of fact and
avolding eriticism, either direct or by impliecation, of specific
persons Or groups. As an example of the type of issue which
probebly should not be raised, from the public relations viewpoint,
is the obvious self-interest of those who, while having no personal
nor officisl interest in Langley, have proposed alfernative sites.

3. Key points proposed for consideration in any CIA release
"t this time ave:

&« JA will not use & "cholce glice of Potomec riverfroni®
for its site. The proposed site 1s well back from the river
and & wide belt of park lend will flank the proposed Parkway
along the riverfxont., In addition, 4t is the intentlon of CIA
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